
European Manifesto for Public Housing: Public money for public housing - Public housing from 
public money 

       

 

Το δημόσιο χρήμα να χρησιμοποιείται για δημόσια στέγη - Η δημόσια στέγη να χρηματοδοτείται από 
δημόσιο χρήμα.  

Dinheiro público para habitação pública - Habitação pública com dinheiro público 

De l’argent public pour le logement public - Du logement public avec de l’argent public 

Loie saorenghe andal chera saorenghe. Saorenghe chera anda saorenghe loie! 

Manifestul European pentru Locuințe Publice: Bani publici pentru locuire publică - Locuire publică 
din bani publici 

We, members of European Action Coalition for the Right to Housing and the City affirm: 

housing is a human right, not a commodity 

HOUSE IS HOME 

But in capitalism, housing is a commodity and a financial asset. International institutions claim that 
the current housing crises should be solved by the market and by more deregulation in the domain 
of housing. Neoliberal policies insist that public money should be invested in the production of 
housing by the private sector. Real estate developments make high profits for the investors and 
banks, and don’t serve people’s housing needs. 

In Greece we struggle with the lack of public housing policy, luck of protection of tenants and of 
indebted people who are under the risk of losing their houses through auctions and eviction. 

Στην Ελλάδα αντιμετωπίζουμε τα προβλήματα  της πλήρους έλλειψης δημόσιας στέγης, της 
απουσίας κάθε προστασίας για τους ενοικιαστές και τον σοβαρό κίνδυνο των υπερχρεωμένων 
νοικοκυριών να χάσουν την κατοικία τους μέσα από διαδικασίες πλειστηριασμών και εξώσεων.   

In Portugal there is an enormous demand for public social housing, while rents rise and evictions 
that leave people homeless are supported by law. 

Em Portugal há uma enorme procura de habitação social pública, enquanto que as rendas disparam 
e os despejos legais sem alternativa atiram as famílias para a rua. 

In France we do not have sufficient public housing, the costs of housing including utilities are very 
high and many people are homeless or live in bad conditions.   

En France, nous n'avons pas suffisamment de logements publics/sociaux, les coûts liés au 
logement, y compris les services publics, sont très élevés, et de nombreuses personnes sont sans 
abri ou vivent dans de mauvaises conditions.   

In Ireland there is an enormous demand for public housing and due to neoliberal housing policies we 
struggle with the absence of programs for building public housing, evictions, poor tenant protection 
and a lack of regulation of homelessness services and large numbers of unused empty buildings and 
large numbers of Travellers and migrants, asylum seekers who have no right to housing.  



In Romania housing is considered a merit and not a right, and the low incomes and high housing 
costs are depriving people from adequate homes, while housing development is almost exclusively 
made by the private sector. 

Locuința în România este considerată un merit nu un drept, iar veniturile mici și prețurile ridicate a 
locuirii deprivează oameni de case adecvate, totul în timp ce dezvoltarea de locuințe este întreprinsă 
aproape în totalitate de către sectorul privat.  

In all of our countries, neoliberal market policies are dominating the politics and economics of 
housing, continue the enforcement of privatization of social housing and there is a long waiting list 
for public and social housing.  

  

The European Action Coalition for the Right to Housing and the City asserts that the right to 
housing is a universal right! 

We militate for a system that assures housing for all! 

We want a public housing stock that assures the right to housing for those who cannot afford a home 
from the market, and makes the fulfillment of the housing needs of low-income people a high priority!  

We want to take out from the market as many buildings and as much land as possible.  

We demand that national laws implement the provisions of international treaties on housing rights 
and on forbidding forced evictions.  

We demand that central governments keep their responsibility towards the right to housing for all, in 
order to solve the problem at country level.  

Our proposals include the following:   

- take back privatized social housing from  big landlords and companies and make it public again; 

- transform and use empty properties and lands for public housing; 

- stop the accumulation of homeownership in the hands of investment funds or real estate 
developers. 

 

As grassroots movements in the Coalition 

- we organize and demand public housing for all those who cannot afford housing on the market; 

- we support people in demanding social housing from public authorities and claiming justice in the 
courts;  

- we inform how financial resources can be used to build public housing; 

- we remind the states to respect their responsibilities towards all people living in their territories; 

- we do militant research to reveal the mechanisms of the housing market and housing 
financialization; 

- we prevent homelessness through actions against evictions and housing auctions. 

 

European Action Coalition for the Right to Housing and the City expresses our solidarity with the 
alliance of activists and neighbourhood initiatives from Berlin that struggle against the 
#Mietenwahnsinn, one of the world’s fastest growing housing markets, and supports their radical 
proposals and demands.  


