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Fragments from issues # 5-8 (October 2018 – June 2019) 1

The Brick is the medium through which we contribute to increase the political movement for
housing justice in the city of Cluj, and beyond. Brick-by-brick, we build mutual knowledge; trust
in our own forces and solidarity that strengthens us. Brick-by-brick, we are aware of the real
causes of the housing crisis, the consequences of which are suffered by the workers, both the
poor working class and the precarious middle class. Through The Brick, we can fight for a fair
and anti-racist housing policy, as well as against the transformation of the city into a source of
profit for developers and large real estate owners. Let’s build the movement together!
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The whole issues published orginally in Romanian are accessible on the website of Căși sociale
ACUM!/ Social housing NOW, www.casisocialeacum.ro
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The Brick #5, October 2018

Contents of the whole issue:
We mobilize for public social housing
Red Vienna: municipal socialism
Social homes in France, a model under threat?
Let’s take back the social control on homes. Lessons from Germany
Outsourcing the projects for social housing: the case of Torino, Italy
The lack of social housing transforms Barcelona into a city marked bu housing crises
Are you in one of these situations? Than you must be interested in social housing
We mobilize for public social housing – action on the 26th of October 2018

We mobilize for public social housing [fragment from the editorial]
The right to housing is a universal human right. But people have different financial resources, so
they exercise this right in unequal ways. Inequality in terms of the percentage of income people
spend on housing, the quality of living conditions and the environment in which the house is
located, but also the fact that some do not even have a roof over their head while others are
making a fortune from real estate, are inherent phenomena in a society marked by class
inequalities. In the second issue of the Cărămida magazine we wrote about how the state became
the servant of the interests of the dominant class among others through its housing policy, i.e.
through the privatization of the state-owned housing stock, as well as by supporting the
production of the new stock of private housing. This resulted in the reduction of the public
housing stock from 30% to below 2% and the transformation of housing not only into a
commodity but also into an object of investments and real estate transactions. These processes do
not only take place in Romania. As evidenced by the articles in this issue of Cărămida, they are
part of the global transformation of state capitalism into neoliberal capitalism.
Unfortunately, today in our country many people think that housing is a merit, and “giving”
someone a home is a humanitarian act or even worth, money thrown out of the window for the
“undeserving”. Or that getting a home is an individual responsibility, and preferably everyone
has to buy a home and become homeowner. Persons who can not do this are considered
secondary rank people. Likewise, we very often hear the argument that social housing is a help
for "vulnerable groups", and it does not necessarily have to be provided by the state, but rather
from charity organizations or wealthy philanthropists. This is stated in parallel with the
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assumption that a person is vulnerable due to its supposedly natural or cultural traits and not due
to social injustices, exploitation or deprivation of resources.
In parallel with all these, it is accepted as something very natural that businessmen make
tremendous profits from real estate development and transactions. People are not aware that the
homeowner myth deceives them by justifying their indebtedness to and dependence on banks,
and that is among the factors, which support the real estate-banking business. Most do not
realize: the fact that the state no longer builds public housing, but also the fact that homeownership is promoted as the most natural tenureship is part of the conditions of possibility for
the housing market to be formed and, implicitly, for the transformation of housing into
commodity, but also for the enrichment of some by real estate speculation. […]
Very often it is supposed that public social housing, being owned by the state, makes people
dependent on the state. But one can imagine that public social housing might be managed by
tenant associations and the latter might be involved into decisions regarding this housing stock.
Furthermore, many people assume that social housing is like putting households into separate
boxes. But the buildings in which they are located can have, in addition to the individual homes,
spaces collectively used. Allocated to various social categories, these homes also might ensure
social mixture – this is an argument against the false fear expressed by the public authorities
about how social housing necessarily leads to social segregation. If the territory where social
housing buildings are made is connected to the rest of the city by public transport and other
means, and if they are properly equipped with utilities and other resources necessary for
adequate living conditions, their existance does not mean social segregation, or – at least – they
are not more segregated than the gated communities of the wealthy homeowners. […]
The Social Housing NOW! movement, by claiming social housing demands public housing with
subsidy from the state. In our view, social housing is a type of public housing, which ensures that
people belonging to the pauperized working class also have access to adequate housing. But they
are also solutions for workers with higher social status (for example, with higher education) who
at certain periods of their lifetime have no resources to provide another kind of housing because
they have low incomes and the cost of living is very high in the localities where their jobs are.
Social housing made from the public budget include homes that are not purchased from the
market and are not subject to sale-purchase transactions. Social housing would ensure everyone's
access to adequate and affordable housing. They contribute to the decommodification of housing
and to the recognition of the social value of housing. They are a housing stock outside of the
market, so they are also protected from the effects of financialization.
Social housing is not poor-quality housing that is allocated to impoverished people at the
underdeveloped outskirts of the city in order to have any kind of roof over their head. Social
housing should not be stigmatized (associated with something inferior), but this should not be
given either on the basis of people's merits in the field of school education or on the basis of their
special performance in various fields. According to the housing legislation in force in Romania,
social housing is granted on the basis of the income level, but it is awarded especially to people
evicted from retroceded houses, to young people, to disabled people, to war veterans or heroes of
the revolution, or other social categories on the base of criteria, such as: inadequate housing
conditions, health problems, number of children, social marginalization. Increasing the public
housing stock would allow the state to provide social housing for larger categories of people who
cannot ensure themselves adequate housing from the market (actually in accordance with the
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legal definition of social housing) without limiting the category of beneficiaries to vulnerable
groups. Once again: public social housing is not a charity for the vulnerable, it is not a gift from
the state for those who do not work, they are instruments by which the state and society take
back something from the hands of owners and companies who dominate the housing market.
Thus, they are also the means of controlling the real estate market, including the price of private
rents. […]
Because:
The housing law stipulates that anyone who has income below the monthly average net
salary earnings per total economy (reaching around 2500 lei in February 2018 at the level
of Romania) has the right to access social housing, ie about 70% of the population of
Romania;
It is not fair and equitable that real estate developers are allowed to make great fortunes
from extracting financial resources from the population that is burdened and dared to live
in the city where they work and whose development contributes to through its work;
The significant development of the public housing stock is a factor that would reduce
rents and housing prices on the market;
Public housing allocated with subsidized rents as social housing is in favor of those with
low incomes at the time of their life in which they need this kind of support;
Public housing allocated with subsidized rents is a means of reducing poverty as well as
improving living conditions and housing security;
With a wider public housing stock, the municipality will no longer be interested in
artificially reducing the number of social housing seekers through daunting illegal
criteria, but will be able to respond to the local need for social housing.
We consider that:
Both the inhabitants of Cluj and the local public administration authorities should be
interested in increasing the public housing stock, i.e. the number of housing that can be
attributed through subsidized rents as social housing;
The priorities of the development of the housing stock in the city must become to satisfy
people’s basic need for housing and to respect the right to housing as the fundamental
human right;
Local government should be interested in conditioning the investments of large landlords
and real estate developers with the purpose to increase the public housing stock and thus
serving the interests of the city's population.
Forced eviction (evictions made without providing adequate alternative for the evicted),
homelessness, inadequate housing, high rents, life-long mortgages through banks,
unlimited real estate speculation, deprived housing conditions in the underdeveloped city
outskirts – all are phenomena (also) rooted in the lack of social housing. Public housing is
a common stake for all groups and people who are solidarized in activism for a fair and
anti-racist housing policy. "The Brick" (Cărămida) continues to remain an instrument of
this militancy.
Enikő Vincze
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We mobilize for public social housing – action on the 26th of October 2018
The initiators of the Social Housing NOW! movement invites you to the launch of the 5th issue of
the Cărămida magazine, our web page, and the last chapter of our series of films about housing
(in) justice in Cluj.
"The Brick - The magazine of housing justice" is written by and for those who are affected by
various housing problems, and / or by those who militate for a just and anti-racist housing policy.
Thus, by those who are ready to transform their personal experiences into political messages.
[…]
The Brick is the tool by which we can build connections between us. Because, by reading /
learning about each other, we recognize the common causes of our housing problems and we can
imagine ourselves as a collective that has shared objectives. Come to the Mobilization Workshop
of the Social Housing Now! movement on the 26th of October 2018 and let us talk about why and
how social housing is a common stake for our fight. Let's use the Brick for mobilization and for
joint actions. The workshop is organized within the Laolaltă# 2 event.
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Let them hear me! Of course, I shouted out of happiness ... when I got my apartment
In 2008, Cluj-Napoca City Hall built 270 apartments in the Timișului-Blajului area, which was
mostly distributed as social housing. Alexandru Greta and George Zamfir talked to Diana, who
lives in one of these apartments.
GZ: So, you stayed in the Coastei area.
Diana: I stayed there for nine years. There we built something as small as a pantry, we could not
afford to rent, only my husband worked. I have been very often to the city hall requesting for a
dwelling and they promised to give us land and property papers, but I did never see such things,
this was in Funar's time.
GZ: Did he give any lands by those times?
Diana: Yes, for married young people. At meetings, my ex-husband was there, he tried to
convince them about our needs. I was going too ... and so he promised to give us, but he did not
give us anything. Then he gave us a cellar in a building form the city center. We went back to the
mayoralty, and I said we could not go into that space because the neighbors did not let us into the
yard, they simply did not let us. They said that if we go abusively, they’ll call the police. We
were frightened and went out, and at the mayor's office he told us where we should go to find a
home for us. I said, how do we get in? All the houses we found, all are sealed, we cannot force
our way in because we will end up in jail. And he said no, no, we will not ...
GZ: But did not he give you a written paper?
Diana: No, that's exactly how it was. The owners of lands or apartments asked us to present a
written paper from the town hall, but the mayor did not give us such a thing, only gave is
addresses of empty spaces. We did not get in, we were afraid.
GZ: Why did they say that to you, what do you think?
Diana: Probably because they saw us that we were going there every day and we are on his head,
that we have little children, that I did not have gas, light, water ... And then the children started to
go to kindergarten and probably for that, to get rid of us.
Alexandru Greta: So that you will never receive social housing again once you break a house and
they do not resolve the papers on it...!
Diana: Exactly. But we did not do that, we said we'd better wait, and when it comes our turn to
receive a social home, then we’ll get one. Until then we went to hearings to the town hall, we
went every month, and yearly we filed all our housing documents. We do not know why they
kept the sealed dwellings, probably for the money, for sure! Not to give them to us, to the poor.
And finally, some blocks were built on Calea Floresti. And there we should have received.
GZ: How do you know it was supposed to be there?
Diana: Because Chirileanu told us from the town hall. That's what he told us first that we have
nothing to do. Only if we want, we'll get an apartment. I said, "Of course we want, and you ask
us if we want, with our children on the roads, woe and bitter to us?! Of course, we want! "And I
am sick, I have a disability and the children have been sick, but now they recovered. And he said
to go to the town hall to look at the list if we're on the list for the apartments from Calea Floreşti.
I was not. I asked him, why are we not on the list? Well, we do not give people like you, only 58,
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and 50 flats were given for money. And I asked, could not we go among those 58? No, because
you are very far from the score. And he closed our mouths with this.
GZ: When was that?
Diana: After 2000, I already had the boy, yes. I'm telling you, we were always going to the town
hall for asking about a house, we did not need money, what we needed was just a dwelling. My
husband worked, but that ws only one salary for the whole family. And so, it deferred us and
when it was about these apartments, the mayor was already changed, it was Mr. Emil Boc. And
how to tell you, I thank him nicely because he helped us. That if it were not Emil Boc, I think
that I did not have a flat today. We would have moved where my parents were. And before that, I
talked to Mr. Emil Boc on the phone, but by chance.
AG: You saw on TV, so you got his number?
Diana: Yeah, and I talked to him. And the husband said, "Do not you call, you woman, who's
taking you into account?" "Okay, let's just call a phone call, let's call!" And I got the last phone, I
got it.
GZ: Was it live?
Diana: Yes, there was a live broadcast one day. And I said, "Look, I call myself so and so, forget,
I have two children at school and I do not have water here, I have no gas, I have nothing and it's
very hard. And I have been acting in the town hall for a social house for so many years. "And he
said," Let's go back to the start". And he started and wondered what papers I filed, etc. "I
promise you, when the houses Timișului-Rodnei-Blaj will be given, there I promise you an
apartment. But you have to do some more." And I said okay, okay. You realize that all the
country has heard me talking to him, he could not get back. And indeed, I got an apartment. Now
it's 10 years since I got the keys. And I'm very happy, the apartment if fine, we are all pleased.
And I like it here, I would not move for anything in the world. It's good. Because I have
disability, I do not pay rent, I only pay for the utilities.
GZ: How was the apartment when you moved?
Diana : They gave it to us ready, just handed the key. I mean, with tiles, everything! With
parquet, so we did not have to put anything. It had no furniture, it was ready, but empty. All the
rooms were closed and I thought it was a room. I went into the big room and saw a door. I went
to the bathroom. When I opened, I saw a door. You realize how happy I was! I was crying
around here, my daughter said to me „Mom, stop shouting, people are hearing you!”, „Let them
hear me!” Of course, I shouted out of happiness, I was very happy when I got the apartment. But
in a way, i did not like it here, I still was remembering how my life was on Coastei street.
GZ: Why?
Diana: I did not like it. And the kids did not even want to stay here.
AG: It's a tough life after a period of years to sit in a colony and with neighbors, it's hard to get
used to be only yourself, without nobody around whom you know...
Diana: But we eventually adapted. Then I brought my daughter, she did not like it, she only
came, she was bathing and going back to my mother. And finally, I said, "Let's all be together,
that's better." And we've adapted here and now I would not go for anything in the world here. I
really like it here.
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GZ: Does the mayor's office come again from time to time for checks?
Diana: The town hall, in the house they are not coming, you know what she said to me: in the
house we do our way, they do not have a job with the house. They are out there. But I do not
even see them. Maybe they're coming, just that I am not sitting all day on the window after the
man.
GZ: I was wondering if they came to check how things are.
Diana: Yes, they come, they were once in the apartments as well. See how many people are
sitting, see if they're up to the expenses, the rent. The rent here counts more than the utilities.
And they matter, to be up to date. But rent matters more. Now we have a cleaning company that
we pay for, but they’re not really doing the job. This is included into the expenses. We are not
happy, but we cannot do anything. We, on the 1st floor wash our hall, so we don’t get the mess
in the houses.
AG: Since when you received your social housing, the City Hall has not built so many any more.
Should it do more, what do you think?
Diana: There are many Roma living in this neighborhood, especially in these blocks. They
should also know that people are on the road and misfortunate. And to help them, that's why
they're out there, not to sit down all day in an office.
GZ: So many of the inhabitants here are Roma?
Diana: There are enough. So here on the 1st floor we are 3. On the 2nd floor there is not. On the
third floor is a family. The rest are in the other blocks, there is no stairway without Roma
families. However, it is not fair that some have received, and others did not. I am not praising
Emil Boc for giving me the apartment. He gave me because it just happened. Maybe if I did not
talk to him on the phone and a whole country to see it... Because there are others with many
children, I only have two.
GZ: How is it here, the place is not very central.
Diana: It's not very central, but we're used to it, people like it. Especially since now the store is
near, it's OK. We do not mind that it's not a central area. We also have buses.
AG: It's a difference, a 4-minute walk away, compared to what's like for the Pata Rât colonies ...
Diana: And here a lot of people have cars, it's ok. Now there are apartments being built, but that's
for money. But it will not be built for the poor ... or for the Roma. The Roma very hardly get
housing, but I do not know why this difference is so great between the Roma and the Romanians,
as if we are not people ... But it’s just that we are Roma, we are darker skinned.
Interview made by George Zamfir and Alexandru Greta
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The Brick #6, December 2018

Contents of the whole issue
Private property - from dream to chore
Poor housing takes us to the streets. March for housing - Cluj, December 17, 2018
"These things could have been done, but not on the suffering and the torment of others"
Feroviarilor Park: a contest of perspectives
Housing under the assault of capital accumulation
Eviction from retroceded properties
Public cleansing in Timișoara: from denunciation to eviction
Private property - from dream to chore
After almost thirty years, 98 percent of Romanian housing is privately owned. It might sound
good. It is such an impressive number that it propels the country on the top of Europe. Yes, we
have a higher percentage than in Germany, France, Great Britain, Sweden, Switzerland or Italy.
It does not mean that the dwellings are owned by tenants, but that they are owned by private
owners. Often inhabitants are homeowners, but this situation does not apply to all 98 percent of
the dwellings. We all have acquaintances who are renters, but it seems that at national level we
have no serious data on how much housing is actually on the rental market. We also know that
the gray market is the real rent market.
It is written on all the fences that you ARE NOT A PESON IF YOU ARE NOT
HOMEOWNER. This continuous humiliation coming from every direction is not just a
constructive parental twit that helps you get up even if it hurts you, pushing you to work more
and more with dedication. The role of humiliation is simple: to feel that you have no right to
resist and protest the situation. The humiliation is to feel that it is your fault and to accept the
current miserable conditions out of shame that you could not become owner. That everything is
up to you and you only succeed through your own efforts. Stop blaming the government, the
parents, the French, you are the only responsible person if you have a house or not.
The tough truth is that private property costs a lot. It costs us a lot at both individual and social
levels. Some of us get the cost, and others do not. Let's remember that not all owners are
wealthy, and repairs, equipment, improvements are costly for those who are already full owners.
These costs fade, however, from the situation of those who pay mortgages that throw them into
the arms of a dependent relationship with the banks. At the time of signing the mortgage, we
become captive to jobs that we can no longer change without the terrible risk of not getting paid.
And until the actual payment of the loan, we pay years in a row barely more than the interest. At
the same time, we see the banks in Romania achieving record profit levels year after year, which
grows at the fastest speeds in Europe. The first half of 2018 brought the highest ever profit to the
banking sector in Romania, 3.6 billion lei (around 800 million Euro). Strictly economically,
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private property costs us all much more because it automatically includes profits in the sector.
And those profits are not small.
The costs of 98 percent are just beginning to show clearly in Romania. We also rank first in
Europe in another top, that of housing overcrowding, which means that there are many
households where grandparents live with their children and grandchildren just because young
people cannot afford to move in a separate home. Private property is too expensive to buy, and
rent – just as expensive – makes no sense if there is an alternative of living with your parents. On
the other hand, the old-age pension does not even cover the cost of living, let alone a rent on the
market. It's as if governments are only counting on the fact that pensioners are homeowners. But
the situation will change drastically in the next period.
The diversity of housing issues is, unfortunately, even greater. We have a city that prides itself
with the students and even enriches through them, but students barely afford themselves to exist.
Whether you live as a student in a dorm room with another three or four people, or you pay
exorbitant rents covered through the suffering of parents who live and work often on lower
wages than in Cluj – this cannot be the normality. Only about 14,000 public student dormitories
are available in the city, while the number of students approaches 100000. Students cannot focus
on their study or to really enjoy the college life in cases when they have to take part-time jobs to
make a living. It is no surprise that more and more young people, even college graduates,
abandon the city not by free choice, but under the pressure of astronomical rents and without any
opportunity to afford a normal living standard.
We did not arrive here by chance. Today "lives in Cluj, who deserves," as the local
administration rattles anywhere it has the chance to. But under the discourse of meritocracy,
there are actually many political decisions that have led us here. If we look a little behind, we
find the privatization of housing in the early 1990s demanded by the World Bank in exchange for
financial assistance, up to the 2009 "First Home" program (mayor Boc’s brand) to defuse the real
estate market during the financial crisis. From a local government and a number of mass-media
outlets fascinated by numbers, we have a sensational story of local success. After all, in Cluj
everything is exclusive and elite.
We end up competing amongst each other not for performance and overachievements, but for
survival. As in a game where some lose for others to win, we are often immune to the problems
of others. On December 17, 2010, around 350 people were forcibly evicted from Coastei Street.
Thousands of people have been turned into homeless people to serve as example for other
residents and aspirants to live in Cluj, for who this city is and for who it is not. But not
everything is just a lesson, because the places where people have been evicted quickly turned
into direct or indirect profit sources. Currently, evictions continue in this increasingly inhuman
city. Why is it normal for people to end up on the street? Why has the number of public housing
units reduced almost to zero?
So, for who is this city for as it is? To find out, it's enough to see who wins, and these are real
estate speculators, from developers through bankers to real estate agents. It's simple: the value of
real estate transactions has risen threefold over the past four years, from 200 to 600 million
euros. Everything in the city is cleaned, maintained, and put on wheels by people who are
constantly humiliated because they have not done enough for the speculators’ profit.
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Public housing is the solution to housing problems. In Vienna, more than 60 percent of
inhabitants receive a form of public subsidy. Why can this happen in Vienna, and in the
economically triumphant Cluj it cannot?
We are living in the age of insecurity, and any of us can get to live on the streets.
George Zamfir

Precarious housing takes us to the streets. March for housing - Cluj, December 17, 2018
-

Any eviction that transforms people into homeless or people without adequate
housing is illegitimate.

-

In Cluj, only 1.3% of the housing stock is state-owned housing. Annually, around 400
applications for social housing are filed, and the city hall distributes only a few
houses freed up by evictions.

-

The price of rent in Cluj has gone mad. In the absence of the municipality's
intervention, the rent market has led to the increasingly serious burden on tenants.

-

Lack of places in the student dorms pushes students towards private rents. More and
more people have to work during their studies to afford to live in Cluj.

-

Cluj has become the most expensive city in the country because housing has become
a commodity and financial asset where banks, investment funds and real estate
developers make a quick and easy profit.

-

Many of Cluj's districts are dominated today by the real estate developers'
construction sites. Old houses disappear and with them the old tenants.

-

While a handful of speculators are taking advantage of it, it is increasingly difficult
for us to live a decent life here.
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On the 17th of December 2018, we commemorate 8 years of the eviction of 350 Roma people
from Coastei Street. Solidarity with evictees everywhere takes us to the streets every year. This
year, the revolt against the various forms of property injustice unites us. Because:
•

Housing has become an expensive commodity by which banks, investment funds and
real estate developers make easy and quick profits, all to the detriment of citizens,
who are forced to pay higher prices every year for more precarious conditions. It is
not a pride that city of Cluj has become the most expensive city in the country, but a
symptom of a problem that affects more and more people. While a handful of
speculators are taking advantage of it, it is increasingly difficult for us to live a decent
life here.

•

Many old neighborhoods of Cluj are now dominated by real estate developers'
construction sites. Old dwellings disappear and with them the old tenants. Small
owners sell their properties to big investors; private tenants who can not keep pace
with large rents start to look for rent in the outskirts of the city; tenants whose
contracts expire in the old state-owned housing are also subject to pressure to leave
the area; occupants of land or empty spaces due to lack of an alternative are evicted
by public authorities.
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We want houses for people, not for profit!
In Cluj, only 1.3% of the housing stock is state-owned. Annually, around 400 applications for
social housing are filed, and the city hall distributes only a few houses freed-up by evictions. We
need public housing, because they ensure the right to housing for all and help to reduce the
pressure on the real estate market.
Public housing is a solution for the housing crisis.
Any eviction that transforms people into people without adequate housing is illegitimate. Are
you evicted by the bank? Or by the private owner? Or by the City Hall? Those who occupy a
space without documents do this because they have no alternatives, the Cluj-Napoca City Hall
makes them ineligible for life to social housing.
We want a Cluj without rasism and without evictions.
The price of rent in Cluj has gone mad. Owners and real estate agencies speculated the growth of
the city's population in recent years to maximize short-term profit. In the absence of the
municipality's intervention, the rent market has led to the increasingly serious burden on tenants.
We demand rights for tenants!
There are around 80.000 students studying in Cluj, out of which only 14.000 have access to a
place in dorms. The lack of places in the dorms pushes students towards private rents. More and
more people have to work during their studies to afford to live in Cluj.
We want a university town with dorms!
Stand up against the injustices that happen to you. Fight for the right to live in proper conditions
and not to be exploited at work and by those who cause housing prices to become exorbitant.
Solidarize yourself with everyone / all of those who suffer the effects of the housing crisis. Only
together can we transform the city.
The city is forall! It's a right, not a privilege!
Come with us on Monday, December 17th, at the Heroes Bell. From 18.00 we launch the 6th
issues of "The Brick. Magazine for Housing Justice." We commemorate the eviction that
happened in Cluj in December 2010. We make our messages heard.
The event is supported by Social Housing NOW, Ⓐcasă, Association of Tenants of Cluj,
Association of Roma from Coastei Street, Block for Housing, a szem.
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"These things could have been done, but not on the suffering and the torment of others"
"When I come here and look at everything here and what's around now, honestly, I have
to say it's beautiful, it's clean, it smells good. But what is not nice, that all that has been
done here has been done to the suffering of others, and the tears of others. But this is how
we people are, we seek to be well, even if we pushe others out of our way. People don’t
look at who they left behind in tears, who they beat. These things could have been done in
a different way, not necessarily on the account of so many people’s suffering, sorrows
and tears. They could have come to tell us, we do not like how this place looks, we want
to clean it, but we also move you to a good place for you, not to send you to suffering and
torment." (A former inhabitant of Coastei Street, who wanted to remain anonymous)
There were several long houses on this land, with several apartments, eight families in each
house, each family had a room and a kitchen. There was a big walnut tree there. And a cherry
tree. And there were wax cherry trees behind the house. The children went to Puti to give them
cherries. These trees are also gone. The trees tghat we see now, are new on both sides of the
bicycle lane. Our house was about where the corner of the creche is now, at the entrance. It's
good to have this creche, I see it's owned by the Local Council, but why did they not think about
our children, too when they put them so close to the garbage dump? […]
The houses were separated, with a small distance between them. There were houses received by
people from the factories where they were working. Which then the City Hall took over, after the
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factories closed. People continued to pay rent to the City Hall. We paid rent until December 2010
when we were evicted. In time, in front and on the side, this space was filled with improvised
houses. Because when we were children, all brothers and sisters slept in the same bed. But when
we grew up, we needed more rooms, so our parents built more room. And then, as someone grew
up and had their own family, he or she built a barrack near the old houses. Because since the
1990s no one received social housing as it was before, and had to stay somewhere. You had a
workplace back then, you had a house, you were respected by a doctor, you felt like you were a
person. Now they treat you worse than they treat an animal. Because, as I can see, dogs and cats
are protected. It's very good. But shouldn’t also Roma people be protected? I tell myself from
time to time, people have gone mad, or I don’t know what happens so they treat us bad and
humiliating.
When I lived here, I could get to the Profi store, to the market, to the pharmacy, to the schools
very quickly. But now, on the ramp where they moved us in 2010, people have to go 2-3
kilometers down to the bus station, after which they have to pass a railroad, and then the busy
road that comes from the airport, where the City Hall wasn’t able to put a traffic light, despite the
so many accidents that happened on that pedestrian crossing. Living there is 100 times worse
than anywhere in this city. People are living there in toxicity, you have to try to imagine that dirt,
and the terrible smell that comes from the ramp that is only 200-300 meters away from them, a
ramp that collect the garbage from the whole city and even some neighbouring villages. I cannot
believe eight years went on since then, all these years in torment. In cold weather, terrible smell,
big wind, diseases. Since I moved from there, for a year and three months, I did not have any of
those illnesses anymore.
As in any community, especially when there are many people, it is impossible not to have
problems from time to time. Or noise. Here, where they put the bicycle lanes, there were bushes
between us and the private houses behind us. With the neighbors from the old block of flats, built
in the 1980s, we had no problem with either of them. We got along well with our neighbors. My
mother cleaned their houses sometimes. Problems began when this building was built down
below, where Nokia wanted to have offices there, and then the Octavian Goga Library - a lot of
complaints have been made against us. They have participated a lot in our eviction. And maybe
the situation changed even more drastically when Apostu (the mayor of Cluj, when Boc left to
become prime minister) bought a house on Inei Street, the next street from here, and he was
disturbed by our children, who were riding bikes full of mud in the front of his house. It was
muddy here, until we were here, nothing was asphalted. Since they moved us out, they've also
made bicycle lanes. This hurts me and I am angry when I think about this, how they always make
differences to our detriment.
The parks are pretty much empty all the time
They moved out 76 families in winter, around 350 people, and afterwards they built a children's
park, a leisure park, and a kindergarten ... They throw out children, elderly people, sick people in
winter at minus 20 degrees celsius, and moved them next to the garbage dump. How can
something like this happen? Those houses the gendarmerie threw us out from and that were
immediately demolished with bulldozers, those were the homes of people where they lived their
life, those houses were about their whole life. But who thought about this? Nobody. And nobody
thought of us as humans. If they treated us like humans, maybe they wouldn’t have done this to
us. ... My dad was still in the house. And they came in with the bulldozer on the other side of the
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house. They called for him to get out. He said, I better die, I have no place to go. And the same
happened with uncle Titi. They stayed here overnight, a few days, among the rubble. They did
not give them a room in the modular houses from Pata Rat. Then we took them to our place. So,
at first, for the first winter, we were 9 people living in 16 square meters. Many have been in
similar situation. Out of the 76 families, only 40 received contracts for the modular houses.
But even before the parks appeared in the spring of 2011, the ground for the campus of the
orthodox faculty of the Babeş-Bolyai University was prepared. Then it seemed to us that they
were the ones who wanted the land. But now it is clear that they were not necessarily only them.
And I thought they were the ones, that they are the guilty ones. But if analyze the situation now,
it looks different. But anyway, they built that campus. The Theological Campus of the Faculty of
Orthodox Theology, inaugurated in December 2011 (the foundation stone of the campus was laid
on this ground in May 2011 by mayor Sorin Apostu, being consecrated by the archbishop Andrei
Andreicut).
"All this was done for this campus. They came in the name of the Lord. But how can you
do something good to please God, treading so much pain, torment, and over the dreadful
tears of these people. Only we know this. Others who come, they can feel compassion and
say that they are trying to imagine. But only those who have gone through this effectively,
only we know what it is, to scream that you cannot take it anymore, and you simply don’t
want to live anymore. That is the real pain. Do you do all this in the name of God? Is that
accepted by him? He saw that you made a campus, where the students learn about him,
but does he like that you created all this on the torment and suffering of others? I do not
know what kind of God they have. I don’t think that the real God likes to see all the
torments we have been through. They laid down the foundation stone with a cross in the
spring of 2011: here is where we destroyed 76 families, we destroyed so many people’s
lives in the name of God. Do the young people know, do the students know how much
suffering had to bear hundreds of people? If they knew, I do not know if they would not
change their ideas and principles."(Anonymous, former resident of Coastei Street).
Blocks of flats have risen from the ground like mushrooms after the rain\
When we lived here, these blocks were not here. It was an empty land here. We went sledding
there in the winter. It was an empty hill. When we moved from here, the blocks began to appear.
After the City Hall cleaned up the space, the investors came. The City Hall sold the land and won
over people's bodies. They emerged after the Roma were evicted. Investors have made so much
money. They threw us out five days before Christmas so they can build these blocks and sell
them at high price. If we were living here, investors did not buy the land, build the blocks. And
certainly, they could not sell them so expensive.
[Reference is made to Dorobanților Residence – the block of flats on Dorobantilor Street
no 132-134, 12 floors, beneficiary Transilvania Constructii, designer Dico & Ţigănaş,
building permit issued in 2009 and 2012 (120 "premium apartments" and 120 parking
spaces). "It is located in the heart of the city .... it has a great view of the city and
positioning according to the sun."]
There are still people suffering there in Pata Rât
That is why we need to remind the City Hall every December 17th that there are still hundreds of
families in Pata Rât, the families that have been evicted from Coastei Street, but besides them
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there are also families from Cantonului street and Dallas and people living on the garbage ramp.
It could have been a lot better for everyone, if back then, in 2010, the City Hall was willing, and
would come to us to say: good people, try to do something with these houses, because they are
ugly. They could build the campus and have space for parking space and renovate the social
houses. They could do all three things. But they did not care of us. Because they made those
blocks, and we were not important. Our houses were tiny. Better took money from the private on
the land than to renovate the social houses.
“That's how I feel when I come here. I do not want to offend others by saying this. I was
also one of those who suffered. The suffering gathers us, does not divide us. But I think
we had to move from here, we could not have stayed the way we were in this area that
was developing like this, but we were not supposed to be thrown at the garbage ramp."
(A former resident of Coastei street, who wanted to remain anonymous)
Linda Greta
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She fights for you
Nearly 100 years ago, Virginia Woolf noticed that in order to be free to write and to be present in
history by talking about their direct experiences, women must have privacy in a room of their
own and also financial independence (A room of one's own, 1929).
In 1990, the feminist bell hooks recognized the radical dimension of the home and the ability to
use the home (anyway it would be, an improvised barrack or a tent) as a space of resistance. The
black women, says hooks, have resisted dehumanization by creating a home where they can
become subjects and affirm themselves despite poverty, the difficulties in their lives and the
deprivations they face. It is their home, where they can regain the dignity that the dominant
society denies to them.
Today, on the 8th of March, we reiterate in the city of Cluj the militant messages of the
movement of socialist women, reminding that the movement proclaimed at the beginning of the
20th century the International Women's Day, which was adopted as such by the United Nations
in 1975. Revigorating the claims of those times about supporting women's labor rights together
with their political rights, as well as the position of socialist feminists against militarization and
war, today Social Housing Now! places living in dignity into the center of civico-political
activism and recognizes women's contribution to the struggle for a just and anti-racist politics of
housing.
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Throughout her activity, activist Angela Davis has often spoken about how racism supports
capitalism, or, in other words, the extraction of the profit from the labor exploitation of black
people, whether they are in slavery, employed with a very low income or imprisoned. Feminism
will have to be anti-racist or it will not be at all, said Davis. […]
Today we need this feminism, because it teaches us to better understand the relationship between
people and politics and to imagine what it means to become a fighting woman in conditions
where you are stigmatized and inferiorized by your ethnicity, the color of your skin and / or the
conditions in which you have come to live for reasons that exceed you as a person.
Ana worked for 35 years and was also a heroine mother of those times. Being
fired in the 1990s, with the closure of the last factory where she was
employed in the city of Cluj, she was evicted along with her family from the
working quarters where they lived. The pension does not allow her to rent a
house from the market, so she continues to live in insecurity and in
inadequate conditions even after 20 years. She takes care of her three
grandchildren, who she lives together with in an improvised barrack on
Cantonului Street, since their little house, which she got for free from Ecce
Homo Association, burned down. She applies for social housing every year
and participates in the lawsuit against the City Hall asking for changes to the
social housing criteria so that people with low -income and people who live in
inadequate conditions have access to social housing.
Maria became homeless together with her parents, brothers and sisters since
her childhood, resisting together with her mother against the authorities'
attempts to take her to the children's home. Throughout this time, she has
made great efforts to finish ten classes, vocational school and several
qualification courses. Today she works in commerce, observing how abusive
shopping centers are towards working women. Living in one of the houses of
Ecce Homo with a contract on Cantonului Street , she knows very well how
difficult it is to get accepted by the society that threw you at the outskirts.
She works to contribute to the family's income, takes care of the house,
builds her son a separate room in which he can do his homework to keep up
with the other children at school in the center of the city where she enrolled
him. And then, in her free time, she takes part in our street actions or in local
council meetings. She puts both her story and her body in the fight of public
opinion, which in the rich city of Cluj hardly admits that the city needs a lot
more public housing to become a worthy place for all.
Ana and Maria, along with many other women, know too well: their personal destinies, as
individuals, have always been marked by family, school, jobs, state and broad society, being
affected by what happened with the housing policy, privatization, real estate development, bank
loans, and the way impoverished people are evicted and pushed to the outskirts of the city. But
they also know an important thing: all the injustices they see around them will not be eliminated
if they do not turn their personal experiences into mobilizing political messages. Or, in other
words, if they will not struggle for themselves, their families and anyone in this city or this
country to get a home where they can live in dignity and proper conditions. For this they
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sacrifice their free time, overcome the moments of discouragement, motivate other people to
raise their voices, resist intimidating eyes and derogatory words from authorities or others.
We, the more privileged women of the system, recognizing the radical potential of this force,
what we can do is to support their struggle, both through the political articulation of messages
and through common actions. Because feminism will have to be anti-racist and leftist, or it will
not be at all.
Enikő Vincze

20

She fights for you - Action on the occasion of March the 8th
Come with Ana, Linda and Maria, to express our personal experiences through political
messages on the occasion of the International Women's Day.
We meet at 17.00 at the flower market in Mărăști neighborhood. We will have a performance
with messages from our everyday lives, with flowers and with issue no. 7 of the magazine
Cărămida. Then we keep up with the women's march for housing, to the central parts of Cluj,
where decisions are made about our city’s development.
Reviving the claims of the socialist women's movement at the beginning of the twentieth century
for labor rights, against militarization and war, today, the Social Housing NOW! movement
places living in dignity into the center of civico-political activism and recognizes women's
contribution to the struggle for a just and anti-racist politics of housing.
Let us affirm solidarity between women of various social classes, ethnicities, ages and sexual
orientation, but also between women and men: for a city for people, not for profit! For anyone in
this city or this country to have a home where they can live in dignity and under proper
conditions. All those who are not businessmen, and those who do not have medium or large
incomes, and those who do not have properties.
Feminism will have to be anti-racist and leftist, or it will not be at all.
\
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GIUVLIPEN – feminist Roma theater
The performances of the Giuvlipen theater group talk about today's world and its problems
understood as part of a complex fabric. Any weight is always related to another. Emancipation is
necessarily intersectional; it can only be enacted when it is for all and everyone. The artists are
involved in multiple collaborations and bring on stage issues ranging from the struggle for the
right to housing (as it is La Harneală produced by La Bomba Studios) to the Roma Holocaust in
their latest show, Kali Traš, co-produced with the Jewish State Theater. Andrada Roşu, Mihaela
Drăgan and Zita Moldovan are three of the members of the theater group.
Lorand Maxim: What does Giuvlipen mea?
Mihaela Drăgan: Feminism. We wanted to have a word for us, for us, Roma feminists.
Zita Moldovan: We took Giuvli which means woman in Romani and added the suffix pen. We
invented the word feminism in Romani.
L.M: How did you form the Giuvlipen theater company?
Z.M: Before Giuvlipen I was at the Ion Dacian Operetta Theater, I had a show, which I continue
to do until the present, it is called, From the life of the Roma and is broadcasted by Național TV
every weekend. Mihaela called me in 2014 and told me that she wants to make a feminist Roma
theater group and I thought that was a great idea. I said, yes, let’s do it!
The first show we worked on was Gadjo Dildo which we played all over the country and also
abroad and which talks about the exorcism and the hypersexualization of the Roma woman.
Practically, we come and dismantle stereotypes about Roma and Roma women through comic
situations. I used a lot of comic in this show. Then we made the Who killed Szomna Grancsa?
The show starts from a real case of a girl who committed suicide in Harghita county. To see the
irony of fate, I was there and filmed there 10 years ago when it happened. I was with the From
the life of the Roma show. If you looked at the newspapers back then, everybody blamed the
parents, she came from a family of Gabor Roma. Everyone says that the parents, those
barbarians, they did not let her to go to school. But in fact, the whole situation was about
something else, it was about the discrimination she was faced with at school and at home.
Andrada Roşu: I started last summer, unplanned, as all the good things happen. I already knew
about the Giuvlipen projects and I said that whatever it is, I have to make room for them in my
life. Why? Until I was 12, I kind of lived in a bubble where I did not perceive the racist attitudes
of teachers, acquaintances, and family members. On the first day of school, in the 5th grade, the
only two people who did not have the option of choosing where to stay in the classroom were the
Roma girl and Roma boy colleague. From that moment I decided to squish my ears – that for
sure got something wrong – and the unpleasant situations started running and stirring me.
Fast forward 17 years later, and there is still the problem that my white face will attract more
trust when it comes to renting an apartment or signing contracts. 17 years later my parents still
ask me why I want to associate myself with these people. Take care of your skin, your image.
Why do you care about them? You are not like them. It's not your fight. There are questions and
responses to which I have come to answer harshly because I have no patience. You attract
attention, look frowning, bring up arguments; you are accused of triggering conflicts,
exaggerating, that you do not have other better things to do. You realize it's a fight that you can
not get on your own.
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L.M: Why Roma feminism?
Z.M: Why not? Before we had the idea of feminism, we did things like this, but maybe we did
not know how to define them. Here's a trivial example to see that things are out there
somewhere, but they have to come to light. People were talking about the show „Zita you dress
too sexy. You have short skirts. Roma women has to have longer skirts. You promote a picture of
the rebellious woman, the woman who does not want to obey!” I cannot accept the submission of
the woman. And when Mihaela told me about the idea of a feminist theater, I said that I have
been doing this for long, without being conscious. And I think every woman does that. Women
in the community are feminist even if they do not use this term. They are very feminist because
they are there, and they are fighting and are activists and they do things with a lot of skill and
force. A Roma woman in the community, she keeps the house. She works, takes care of the
children, of her husband, of the household. Even more, she also gets involved in activist stuff,
meaning she helps others.
M.D: We do not have the same needs as other women do. It is not just the gender dimension but
also the ethnic dimension that needs to be addressed in our case. Therefore, our feminism can
only be intersectional. It can only be anti-racist.
L.M: You militate for the establishment of a new institution – the Roma State Theater. Why is
this institution necessary?
Z.M: This is our goal. To have a Roma theater in Romania is a necessity. Both for us, for the
Roma, as well as for the others. The gap and all the things that happen between us comes from
ignorance. You know nothing about the other. The majority does not know anything about our
history. The fact that the Roma were slaves for 500 years is not speaking about. It's the history of
the majority in the end. We have lived in Romania, it is the history of Romania. Another black
spot in history is the Roma Holocaust. This is also something that people are not speaking about.
The world should know about these things, they should unite. Performances on these subjects
have been made before, but they have also been made by independent theater groups, with
difficulties, because it's hard to have independent theater group going. With rehearsal spaces it's
horror! You can not find a space where to rehears.
When we had the show about the Holocaust, Kali Traš, The Jewish State Theater and Maia
Morgenstern were very open towards us. We were lucky to have a rehearsal space and a stage.
This is why a Roma State Theater is very important. Not to tell you that every minority has a
theater – Hungarian State Theater, the German State Theater. Plus, the fact that there are over 2
millions of us, us Roma. Officially we are around 600.000 Roma, but if we also take into
considereation why the Roma doesn’t declare themselves, we could also have an ellocvent
answer. We try by all means. We were asked questions like, "Okay, and if there is a Roma
theater, who are the Roma actors?" There are not Roma actors?! What are we then?
M.D: The 500 years of Roma slavery, death and deportation of thousands make at least a moral
obligation to set up a cultural institution for the Roma. Where to be represented culturally. Why
does this not exist? For racist reasons, it is clear also from the history they have in Romania. The
abolition of slavery happened only in 1856, although the Roma were performing theater during
slavery. They established the pre-modern theater in the Romanian Lands as cultural slaves.
Although it is always said that there is no tradition of Roma in the theater. Our colleague, Mihai
Lukacs, has a research on Roma clowns. Before the Holocaust, there were nomadic Roma groups
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who also did puppet theater. They were abolished together with the Holocaust because nomads
were the first wave of Roma deported to Transnistria.
A.R: Patience and attention is practiced differently in the theater. On both sides. Spectators,
irrespective of ideological bends, come with an increased willingness to listen, to empathize, to
understand. Theater is one of the soft tools of activism. The rigid positions that make people
refrain from polemics on sensitive subjects disappear in the theater. Although it is a personal
experience, you no longer feel directly targeted. We are no longer us – the politically correct one
and you – the ignorant one. In the theater you are allowed to judge for yourself and then integrate
or not. You do not have to answer for the moment.
M.D: Until we have a theater of ours, our intention is to make co-productions to enter the
repertoire of art institutions and state theaters. We started with the Jewish State Theater, but we
already have partnerships with other theaters in the country.
L.M: What are you working on in the present?
Z.M: Between 9-16 March, we will have a writing workshop for Roma playwrights, and on the
basis of this text there will be a show that will premiere in May. The director will be Bogdan
Georgescu.
M.D: It's very important to work with professional directors who listen to us. We work with
fiction. We are talking about how personal is political and vice versa, how politics affects you
personally. What is it like to have more of your political identities – Roma, gay, woman? That's
what I wanted from the beginning. I wanted a brave and provocative theater that would
necessarily have the intersectional dimension to talk about all the topics that we didn’t discuss
before. We did not want to talk about discrimination in general or racism in general. We wanted
to talk about those who are the most vulnerable in the Roma community.
Interview by Lorand Maxim

A poisoned apple – on the rent subsidy program
I was surprised when, during the Local Council’s last meeting of 2017, I’ve heard about City
Hall’s decision to subsidize rents. It was the mayor’s answer to a fire of questions regarding the
right to housing for people living on Cantonului Street. It came as news to me, since the internal
decision has already been made; they were working out the final details before publishing a draft
decision that was later adopted as Local Council’s Decision no. 70 on 12.02.2018. This was not
the first subsidized rent model on the Romanian private market offered by a city hall. It was
unexpected, however, because so far, the standard answer of the Cluj City Hall to our
revendications concerning housing was “we are working within the limits of the law”, meaning
”nothing can be done”.
What is this program about?
The City Hall’s subsidy is a maximum of 1400 RON (240 EUR) per month, for a year, with the
possibility of extending it up to two years, the subsidy being a maximum of 75% of the rent in
the second year. There are three categories of beneficiaries:
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•

•

single youth up to 26 years old, with an income of up to 1500 RON (315 EUR) per
month, and who have been previously resided in DGASPC (Social Assistance and Child
Protection Office) Cluj’s residences;
single persons and families which figure in the DASM’s (Social and Medical Assistance
Directorate of local authorities) database, with an income of up to 1500 RON (315 EUR)
per month for single persons, and 783 RON (165 EUR) per month per family member,
classified as socially marginalized persons based on a social survey;
victims of domestic violence with an income of up to 1500 RON (315 EUR) a month per
family member.

To qualify to this program, they must prove that they never lived in city-owned dwellings and
that they are residents of the city, for the last 24 months at least in the case of marginalized
families. In addition, they must prove that they did not sell any property within the last 10 years.
This is different from eligibility requirements for access to social housing, where selling any
property after January 1st, 1990 leads to ineligibility.
The fact that people without any income – confirmed by a notary – can access this program
reflects more permissive conditions than those required to access social housing. To determine
eligibility, the goods owned by the applicant are evaluated, as per the criteria set out by the social
assistance legislation (cannot own property over 1000 sqm, cannot own cars newer than 10 years
old, etc.) The rent subsidy is aimed at supporting marginalized persons and, similarly to the
procedure for accessing social housing, it comes with several eligibility criteria and a score-card.
According to the scoring scale, applicants who have a disability or those who have a disabled
person in their care, monoparental families, families with more children, and applicants with a
lower income will score more points. For applicants scoring 4-9 points, the subsidy is up to 900
RON (190 EUR); and up to 1400 RON (295 EUR) for applicants with a higher score. The
assistance may cease upon request, at the end of the term, when conditions of eligibility change,
but also when the beneficiaries refuse two job offers from AJOFM (county public employment
agency) or intermediated by DASM. Similar with requirements for the guaranteed minimum
income, beneficiaries of the rent allowance who are fit to work and have no other obligations (for
example taking care of a disabled person) must carry out 160 hours of work, meaning “they have
the obligation to take part in actions and works of local interest, at the request of the mayor”, if
they don’t find a job within three months. This work includes participation in evictions. Once the
application has been approved, the applicant must find rent and submit a copy of the lease to
DASM within 4 months, after which the City Hall transfers the money directly to the owner’s
account.
How is the experience of accessing the program?
Considering the housing situation in Cluj, it may seem that the rent subsidy is heavenly mana for
many people. In reality, a year after the program implementation, evidence shows something
else. According to recent DASM director statements, they received 75 applications, out of which
50 were approved, and only 15 applicants have actually accessed the grant. In a city where
housing costs have increased dramatically and where the stock of social housing is almost
inexistent, there are only 15 beneficiaries of this ambitious program with an estimated funding of
around 500,000 EUR, through which 138 yearly rents could be covered with the maximum
subsidy amount. We are not aware of anybody from Pata Rât who benefited from this program.
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In Cluj, housing was not only privatized, but it is also becoming more and more financialized,
meaning that the speculation in this sector is increasingly encouraged by all parties, so that old
and new buildings alike turn into investment assets and capital deposits. A whole apparatus
composed of real estate agencies, banks and real estate developers is fervently supported by the
local administration, through either favorable regulations or lack of regulations and penalties
alike.
Countless successful festivals attract not only tourists, but also real estate companies who invest
in short-term rental properties through agencies or platforms like Booking or Airbnb. Rents are
also rising uncontrollably because more and more properties are taken off the long-term rent
market, and for those who remain, priority is given to foreign students.
The measure is supposed to help marginalized people. Can they actually access this support?
No, and this becomes evident when we look at the very small number of people benefiting from
the program. The reasons are multiple, as many people have told us – people who have already
started the procedures or who have thought about applying.
1. The first question for potential beneficiaries is what happens after two years: if I cannot afford
to pay rent at market prices now, how will I be able to afford it after two years, as rent is likely to
increase? Answering this, the mayor told someone residing on Cantonului Street, that in the
meanwhile, they should have already put money aside. But how much money can someone
earning the minimum wage save? In short, by limiting the subsidy to a period of only two years,
the administration does not consider the reasons that determines people to live in harsh
conditions like those on Cantonului Street: the certainty of continuous housing and the
impossibility of having better dwelling conditions on a longer term, elsewhere.
2. The private rental market is both racist and classist. Most attempts to find rent ended after the
first phone conversation, and the rest ended after the first home visit. Some real estate agents said
that most of their clients stated from the beginning that they do not want Roma people as tenants.
And families with more children experience the same rejections. For the owners, the ideal tenant
is female, single, student and non-smoker.
3. If, however, applicants find rent at a decent price, which they would and should pay at a
certain time, a major problem arises: to avoid paying taxes, most owners refuse to sign a
contract. In a market where potential customers abound, and there are no inspections, the cost of
signing the contract is unnecessary for landlords. But there are abuses even when tenants have
signed contracts, which leaves them in a vulnerable position. This is another reason for which
they prioritize the certitude of a continuous, even if precarious, dwelling.
Can rental subsidies be a good ideea at all?
Yes, it can be. But, like most policy decisions on housing, it doesn’t make any sense unless it is
part of a wider and more coherent public policy, which considers the root causes of current
issues. As stated before, rental subsidies are a temporary solution to urgent problems, but they do
not address some major issues; without a different approach, they will continue to remain not
only a temporary measure, but a poisonous apple: once these people leave their current dwelling,
there are real chances that after the subsidy ends, they will have no possibility of paying the rent
or of return. Who is willing to take this risk? Cynically, the way in which this aid was conceived
can be seen as an attempt to demonstrate once again that the administration is the one who is
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making all the efforts in assuring the right to housing, while those in the target group are the ones
who don’t rise up to the expectations. The message takes the form of an ultimatum: during those
two years you still have another chance (and meanwhile we are fueling real estate speculation in
the city).
In order to make any sense, the renting subsidy should be accompanied by the following
measures. First, the administration must directly and urgently assume the extension of the social
housing stock, where rent support beneficiaries should be automatically assigned. Moreover, it is
crucial that the City Hall will be the one to seek rent on the market, sign the rent contract, and
then sublet to the applicants. Meanwhile, and in the wider sense of the right to housing, the City
Hall should regulate the rental market which is now completely out of control.
George Zamfir

The movement of those evicted by banks is 10 years old
I was in Barcelona at the 10th anniversary of the PAH (Plataforma de Afectados por la
Hipoteca), with whom we have a common cause, that is the right to housing. I was impressed
with the way they organize themselves. I saw there a lot of people (even elderly people) who
struggle and impressed me that they have the will to fight with the authorities (the banks).
The association is based on four working documents (structure, plenary guide, communication
manual and, most importantly, red lines).
I participated on a workshop where PAH was presented to us, how to organize, how to make
decisions, explained to us that they do not make the movement themselves, but advise people
how they should do it and give others examples in similar situations.
PAH is a local, regional, and national organization. They only use Whatsapp and Telegram to
plan their actions. At meetings, even if the person in question can not come, another family
member will necessarily participate ... that's a really good idea. They do not support any political
party and, most importantly, they are not a political group. They go and negotiate with the banks
to help people not being evicted. PAH is plural and it is inclusive. They have a big organization,
plus other smaller organizations and all have the power to make decisions. They even support
people evicted for other reasons, not just those evicted by banks. They always organize who will
talk to the police, no matter if it is a smaller or bigger movement.
For my personal curiosity, I made a visit to small Roma communities from Barcelona. Here, in
my opinion, discrimination is lower than in Romania, both in institutions and on the street.
Families there are greatly helped and supported in terms of education. For me it was a beautiful
experience because I was able to see other people fighting for housing, which became
increasingly difficult, being almost impossible to have a home.
I saw houses that were actually built to prevent the abusive occupation of the house, which is
absurd, to have an empty building and to build it just in order not to be inhabited. People are
sleeping on the street or in ATMs, while empty buildings are built. On February 22nd, there was a
protest for a family with children to be evicted. They went out to the street, there were many
people there and because of the fact that so many people went out to the street, they did not evict
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the woman and her family (it would be nice if there was so much solidarity in our city, too).
There is a great "Yes, it is possible" ("Si, se puede!") in them, which can be called hope,
confidence that one day everything will be fine. What we, many of us, are missing. We await the
day when housing will be seen as an equal right and not seen as a commodity. Until then, we can
only hope... and yes, Happy Women’s Day.
Maria Stoica

Cobra. Notes from the meeting of the Local Council of Cluj-Napoca on 05.03.2019
Mr. Mayor, you are not building any social housing in Cluj because you want to get rid
of people with low incomes? And/or are you not building any social housing in order not
to compete with real estate developers?
The mayor opened the meeting of the Local Council with good wishes for women at the
beginning of the spring and the approach of the 8th of March. There were more women from the
Căși sociale ACUM! / Social housing NOW! movement present. We could have thought that this
wish would be a good sign for women struggling for the right to housing and for everyone’s right
to the city, including those who are not owner-occupiers, those who have low incomes, those
who have a long history of dwelling in inadequate conditions.
Since there were about 50 people in the room who came to challenge the Aqua Park location in
the Gheorgheni neighborhood, this topic, which was number 35 on the agenda, became the first
to be discussed. The distribution of social housing was number 59 on the final agenda priority
list. And it remained there. Conclusion: Home-owners who feel strong and entitled to claim their
rights do participate in local council meetings whenever their living conditions are affected by
investments (whether a car park, a road, or an Aqua Park); meanwhile applicants for social
housing, with a number varying of 300 to 400 people each year, do not come to such meetings
because it is suggested to them that they are not so important (at most, they could only become
tenants paying some low rent which does not bring too much money). This issue is not a priority,
and even more, the discussion about it is useless because there is hardly any social housing, as it
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has been suggested to us today, again, after so many years through the short time that we were
allowed on the agenda, by rushing our interventions, through lack of answers to our questions,
through the sharp eyes or the uninterested gazes with which we have been "listened to". Our
“discussion” lasted about 10 minutes.
But how was the debate about the Aqua Park? Because eventually the situation started to look as
a real debate, in which the mayor and the chairman of the meeting gave attention and respect to
those who spoke for two hours, and they pretended that they were willing to change things, if
necessary. But eventually, they closed the debate as they opened it, so everything remained as it
was previously thought. In the end, it seems that we have correctly presumed that the Cobra slide
was not only the focal point of the park, but also the star of the discussion. That's why our
message has been relevant from start to finish.
You found land for the Cobra slide, BUT you did not find any land for social dwellings?!?
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The Cobra slide will continue to be the star of the issue, because most local councilors voted to
start the Aqua Park's planning in Gheorgheni district with the condition of moving the Cobra
slide about 200 meters away from the apartment blocks in the area.
We have proposed to local councilors to think of the following comparisons, besides the one
mentioned above:
You have not been able to build the social housing block on Sighisoara Street in 8 years
and you want to do the Aqua Park in 2 years?
The City Hall of Cluj-Napoca measures the quality of life with fish and jelly species, and
not according to how the inhabitants of Cluj dwell in this city!
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2000 people per hour will descend from the Aqua Park slides! Did you know that this is
the number of people living in Pata Rât, per hour, per minute, every second?
But it did not seem we managed to convince anyone, or at least, no one reacted to these
challenges. Then how could someone react positively to our speeches when we are down to the
59th spot of the agenda, with the subject of social housing, at the 210th minute of the meeting?
The messages we heard were: “Cluj-Napoca City Hall takes care of social issues. Cluj-Napoca
City Hall is open. The City Hall is preparing a purchasing plan, to buy properties from the
market and turn them into social dwellings.” (The last one was a new promise that we must
follow up on, now that we are entering an election year.)
But their intervention through which we were stopped, so that we not mention the many cases we
wanted to bring to their attention – cases of extreme circumstances that were declared ineligible
for social housing, gave us the message as clearly as possible: we have no time of that!
We reiterate here some of the central questions we addressed the councilors:
Why are the 20 points that Local Council stipulates for cases where human dignity is
violated and deprives those affected of their access to other fundamental rights (in cases
of extreme circumstances) not assigned?
Why did none of the applicants from Pata Rât get these 20 points? If they would have
gotten these points, they could have a chance to receive one of about 10 dwellings
annually distributed in Cluj-Napoca. To this question, the Deputy Mayor gave us the
following answer from: “We have already discussed this, we always communicate our
considerations, we are open.”
Why, in this particular case and in general, does the principle of human dignity, a
principle which the City Hall of Cluj-Napoca is assuming rhetorically so many times in
other contexts, not matter?
But we also asked the following questions:
Why did no one residing in Pata Rât or in other marginal areas of Cluj receive points
considering their housing conditions?
Why do inadequate living conditions and insecure housing, the risk of eviction, living in
infrastructural underdeveloped areas for decades not score points for social housing
applicants? The housing law stipulates: dwelling conditions are a priority in evaluating
social housing applicants (i.e. those who earn less money than the median income, which
is defined as the income threshold under which a person does not have access to housing
on the private market).
Why is the principle of legality not considered (in these cases as in general, when it
comes to social housing) when the Cluj-Napoca City Hall places it among its most
important standards?
Last, but not least, here are some cases that have been declared not eligible when selecting
applicants who get to be on the so-called “priority list for social housing” to be allocated in 2019.
They had no patience to listen to them. Not even at the meeting of the local council, nor in the
initial assessment of the files, nor in the analysis of the appeals (none of the contestations being
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positively addressed, none of the people's requests to be received by the appeal committee being
honored).
I would have received 114 points on my request for social housing. I grew up at an
orphanage. I have three children with disabilities. I have lived for 15 years on
Cantonului Street. You considered me to be ineligible because my provisional ID card
expired on July 27, 2018! When I filed my application, my ID card was still valid, and it
was impossible for me to have another valid ID card after July 28th.
8 years ago, you have evicted me from Coastei Street. I developed a brain tumor. I was
living in a trailer. You made me ineligible because I "abusively" occupied a room in one
of the modular dwellings in Pata Rât.
I lived on Anton Pann Street in a cellar for 22 years. I have turned it into a home, as I
could not have the money to pay the big rents in the city. You evicted us in June 2018.
You made us ineligible in accessing a social dwelling for the "abusive occupation" of that
cellar. A cellar which, when we entered and renovated it, was not in the city hall’s social
housing stock.
We live on Mesterul Manole Street, on a plot of land that the City Hall introduced into
the category of rentals, like any other state dwellings. Now the private owner will evict
us. We live at risk of being evicted, we can become homeless at any moment. You did not
give us any points for the our living conditions, nor for the extreme situation in which we
are.
In conclusion:
"Legality" in Cluj-Napoca means that low-income people who have lived for decades in
inadequate conditions and insecurity are given 0 points for dwelling conditions and 0 points for
extreme situations.
"Quality of life" in Cluj-Napoca means that families with children, people with disabilities and
socially marginalized people have 0 rights to dwell in suitable conditions.
This has been the reality for a really long time in Cluj-Napoca. Where the City Hall is open to
the citizens, but without taking any actions in favor of social justice.
Căși sociale ACUM!/ Socia housing NOW!
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Draw your city!
The city of Cluj was (re)designed whenever it was conducted by people with different visions of
urban development, but also by different interests invested in this development. Of course,
decisions were not simply the decisions of individuals, they depended on the economy of time,
the politics of the time, the political economy of the time.
In the nineteenth century, most of the walls and bastions that separated Kolozsvár / Klausenburg
from the outside world were demolished. The spaces beyond the citadel (hinterland in German or
hóstát in Hungarian) were the outskirts of the old medieval town, which were meant to supply
agricultural products for Cluj and to defend it. Cluj's central market area was "beautified" by the
city's town-planning commission, called the "szépítő bizottság": the houses around the church
that were considered insoluble were demolished, as well as the poor shopping booths. Palaces,
public administration buildings, university buildings, hospitals, theaters, hotels, banks, multiapartment and rented apartments (bérház) were built. As a periphery of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, Cluj was competing with other Transylvanian cities for economic, cultural or
administrative supremacy.
In the 1930s new factories appeared in Cluj and the old ones developed (Dermata, Tobacco,
Railway Factory, Iris Porcelain Factory, Schull Headscarf Factory, Ady Hosiery Factory, Brick
Factory, Ursus Beer Factory, Bus companies). In addition to the already existing Kőváry colony
(Kőváry telep) near the train station, built for railroad workers, new residential neighborhoods
35

with family houses began to be formed in the areas where factories were located: Iris, Bulgaria,
Dermata, Pillangó Colony (Fluture), Kövespad / Pietroasa, Kardos. The agrarian population of
the city continued to live in Hóstát, Borhanci and Someşeni. The privileged people lived in the
villas of the current Andrei Muresanu district (Tisztviselőtelep), the current Racovița Street
(Erzsébet út) and Donáth Street. The territory of the city and its division into different areas also
reflected the class differences and social status among the inhabitants.
During the period of really existing socialism, the city was redesigned according to its
development policy defined by the interests of those times, on the basis of the so-called socialist
systematization. Romania has tried to keep up with capitalist "developmentalism" through
industrialization and urbanization. New factories were built: in the Railway station area –
Tehnofrig, Clujana (by extending the old Dermata), Carbochim, Unirea, Libertatea; in Someşeni
– the heavy machinery complex and SANEX; in Baciu – The Red Metal Factory. In 1977, Cluj
had 262.858 inhabitants and 70.865 houses, and in the period 1977-1992 there were nearly
42.000 houses added to this stock, because the newcomers in the city had to live somewhere. The
block of flats were mostly built from the state budget and the budget of the factories, but new
apartments in personal property have continued to exist and even newly developed, as well as
housing owned by cooperatives. The Grigorescu and Gheorgheni neighborhoods have been
developed since the 1960s, they have been inhabited mostly by intellectuals, teachers,
technicians, and workers with a higher income. In the 1970s, the largest working-class
neighborhood, Mănăștur, was built on the territory of demolished houses in the old village of
Cluj-Mănăştur / Kolozsmonostor, annexed to the city since the end of the 19th century. Along
with these, in the 1980s there was also the Mărăști neighborhood, built on the ruins of the houses
of the hostazeni who supplied Cluj with vegetables and fruits. In the 1980s, the younger Zorilor
neighborhood was built. After 1990, the development of the city, planned through socialist
systematization, was replaced by an unregulated, chaotic urban development. However, until
2003, relatively few new homes were built, the housing sector being dominated by the sale of the
state-owned homes to the former tenants and by the retrocession process. Privatized and
bankrupted factories have created not only space for investing foreign capital in various
economic branches, but after a certain time, their stock of buildings and land have been
transformed into real estate business.
In different ways, both the old and the new General Urban Plan from 2014 have redesigned the
areas of these factories (and other areas of the city) in a way that was favorable to real estate
investors. Meanwhile, the City Hall and the City Council have created the magnet city brand and
friendly conditions for these investors. Napolact became the target of Portico Investments
Romania (the former Morava investment fund); Feleacul turned into Felinvest SA; Someșul has
come to be redeemed by New Europe Property Investments and Mulberry Development; Flacăra
through LBBW Immobillien Romania SRL became the property of SC IQuest/ Taco
Development; Napochim split into two companies, one of which became Napochim Imobiliare;
The URSUS Beer Factory became Platinia Mall through Florisal SA and Drusal SA; Libertatea
got in the hands of Fribourg Development and became the Liberty Technology Park; the land of
the demolished Abator (slaughterhouse) in the early 1990s first became the target of SC DNP
Invest SRL and SC Baucom SRL and then owned by SC Mercurial and Romdesign, on this land
they began to build many towers with over 20 floors, among others through Maurer Real Estate;
the Meats Factory was occupied by SDC Imobiliare; Tehnofrig by Geainv SA (formerly
Tehnofrig Imobiliare); Porcelain Factory Iris by SC Geromed; Prodvinalco has developed a
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branch in this area, Prodvinalco Imobiliare; and Working Romania was transformed into a real
estate business by SC Textila Romat Imobiliare.
Construction in the residential segment (and not only) has flourished in Cluj since the beginning
of the 2000s. In 2005, approximately 1000 new homes were launched on the market (which
meant a 400% increase compared to 2001). The total housing stock continued to grow year by
year, reaching 145.119 in 2017 (an increase with 31.955 dwellings compared to the 1992 stock),
the overwhelming majority of newly built houses dwellings privately owned.
Real estate developers began to appear in the city in the early 2000s. They started from relatively
small projects of 20-30 apartments in 2000, reaching in 2008 to housing projects with thousands
of housing units, and in 2016-2018 started to construct buildings with mixed functions of 10-15
or even 25 floors. At the beginning, they built at the outskirts of the city (creating new
neighborhoods such as Bună Ziua, Câmpului, Făget, Borhanci, Sopor); then intercalated new
buildings in the old neighborhoods (such as River Tower in Iris, Grand Park Residence in
Gheorgheni, Tower Park in Mănăștur, American Village Condominiums in Grigorescu, Errigal
Residence in Andrei Mureșanu, Central Park Residence in Plopilor, and more). After this phase,
developers, with the support of the local government, returned to semi-central areas where they
buy houses and land at astronomical prices, demolish and build office and/or residential
buildings with over 10 floors on the basis of the approved Urban Zone Planning Plans from
before of the General Urban Plan from 2014 (for example SC Imo Invest SRL with Europa
Business Center; Alin Tișe with the Central Business Plaza; Maurer Imobiliare; Drusal and
Florisal SA with the Platinia: New Europe Property Investments network and Mulberry
Development with The Office: the EBS Real Estate Investment SA; Marina Properties Construct
SRL; and many more).
The interest of capital towards real estate development led to the increase in land prices, to the
intensification of the real estate transactions which, coupled with the emergence and promotion
of the real estate loans, turned Cluj into the most expensive city in the country (with an average
price per apartment of 1600 euro/sqm). The profit of real estate developers and banks is made
from the money of all who pay monthly 300-400 euros of their income for a private rent or for
the monthly rates of bank loans. Under such conditions, many people spend more than half of
their wages on their housing, many making a living in overcrowded housing trying to divide the
cost of living, and again many live in informal, unsafe and inadequate spaces.
The Social Housing Now! movement invites the children and their parents on the 1st of June, on
the occasion of Children's Day to (re)draw the city in a way to make room for a dignified and
secure home for all living in Cluj. Be an urban designer and/or architect for a few hours, and put
urbanism at the service of the public good, take it out of the control of capital and put it under
social control. Search for the Crocodile!
Enikő Vincze

Discrimination of Roma children from birth
From birth our Roma children are discriminated. Seven years ago, three mothers were in the
Stanca maternity. Of course, all three of them were Roma, they were admitted to saloon nr. 2,
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because that was the salon for them (Roma women). I was one of them. Being on my first child, I
did not know that every evening a physician or a nurse should normally come to make the child’s
toilets (change the child’s belly button dressing) and weigh the baby. I found out about this only
after an evening had passed since we were in that salon. And then, I went to the nurse's office
and told her that nobody came to check the babies. Her expression clearly showed she was
disturbed by my question, and me, without waiting for an answer from her, continued to tell her
that nobody came into our salon last night ... Her answer was that it is impossible that nobody
came, but when a nurse came in, she said that it is clear that there was no one in our salon to
check on the babies. My question is: how was it possible to forget about the three newborns, or
was it simply "DISCRIMINATION" what happened to us?
And this didn’t only happen to me, other (Roma) mothers have gone through this. They have
express salons for Roma women only. And why is this, I wonder? How can you …. a newborn
who has no idea about hate or anything else?
After being discriminated from birth, our children begin to feel unequal treatment from the
moment they go to kindergarten; in schools, they are also discriminated, and then you wonder
why they give up their studies, why they are illiterate. Well, your hate is the reason!
We meet discrimination and live with it from the moment we are born. It was hard for me to
realize that my child and I, we have been discriminated since the maternity. I tell this myself
because my mother told me that even when I was born, 24 years ago, Roma women were put
separetly in the maternity wards.
Racism often hits you so hard that many children lose confidence in their own person and then
they also respond with racism to any other ethnicity. The most important thing is that a child's
certificate does not say that he or she is of Roma origin or any other ethnicity. Our children just
want to live a normal childhood like any other child.
Maria Stoica

What does it mean to be a child?
What does it mean to be a Roma child?
Being a child of Roma origin means to be disadvantaged, people around you directly put a label
on you; because of your ethnicity, people are discriminating you, putting you aside, segregating
you in schools and residential areas.
When you are in primary school, you are always put to sit in the last row, without any attention
from the teachers. Class colleagues often reject you because your skin color is darker and
because you are of a different ethnicity than them; that is, they believe that you are of a lower
ethnicity, and that they are somewhat superior to you.
Being a Roma child in a low-income family means your access to the city's facilities is limited.
Why? Because these Roma families always live on the outskirts of the city, on the margins of the
city, without water, electricity, heat, internet access and many elementary things.
And of course, one aspect to remember: where a Roma community begins, the asphalt ends, is an
indescribable mud and children are forced to go to school with dirty shoes, teachers discriminate
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them and offend them with ugly words: "why do you have shoes full of mud, you people from
Pata Rât? Go to the bathroom and wash your shoes!".
If the child lives in an area where there are no decent conditions (water, electricity, etc.), his or
her access to education is low. When the Roma child gets into another school, other than the
segregated school, he/she is discriminated, labeled and placed in the last seats in the classroom
and pushed away by all teachers. What's next? Next the child moves to a special school, even if
he/she has the skills and memory and all he/she needs is to attend a "normal school." Most of the
time they get to the special school due to the lack of proper attention.
Throughout their life, Roma children does not have a normal childhood because they usually live
near the landfill and those children play with garbage without access to a playground. Often
coming from poorer or disadvantaged families, parents cannot afford to buy toys. The life of
Roma, since you are a child up until your death, there is a constant struggle with society and with
people who discriminate you all the time.
What does it mean to be a Romanian child?
It means to be privileged because you are white, you are of an allegedly superior ethnicity to the
Roma. If you are a Romanian you are treated differently at school, teachers are paying much
more attention to you, take care of you much more. If you go to school dirty or you have dirty
shoes, there's no problem, you're Romanian, you're white, this is overlooked, everyone shows
you understanding, compassion.
You have access to all the facilities of the society, your access is not limited by anything.
If you are a Romanian child, your parents may have inherited a house from their parents and in
turn you will receive it from your parents; so, you have a home, don’t live on the streets, without
water, electricity, gas, etc.
You have access to the best schools in the city, high schools, faculties, you do not have to be
moved to a special school because you are white, you don’t have darker skin. You have access to
the best jobs, you are seen with good eyes at the workplace, colleagues do not reject you, but
welcome you, you are considered one of them, of the same ethnicity. Your childhood is
beautiful, stress free and carefree, with toys, with access to the park, with access to any facility in
the city. These Romanian children are taking positions in the city’s and school management due
to their education’s quality.
So, in conclusion, Roma children and Romanian children are two different categories of children
with totally and completely different chances of life and chances of success.
Linda Greta
Anti-racist solidarity through the fight for public housing
On the occasion of the 8th of April, Social Housing NOW! wishes a lot of power to the Roma
who celebrate their international day. We express our solidarity with their struggle for cultural
recognition, social justice, economic empowerment and political participation. The
internationalism of the Roma movement continues to inspire us. Racism against the Roma
continues to revolt us. The injustice and inhumanity of the system that forces people to live in
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insecure and inappropriate conditions that endanger their dignity and life makes us want to
participate in the global anti-capitalist struggle.
We were, are and continue to be alongside the men and women who have to claim their
existence, because their existence is culturally challenged and/or is socially and materially
jeopardized.
The team of our movement is one in which Roma, Romanians and Hungarians – respecting
everyone's right to ethno-cultural and linguistic self-definition – gathered together beyond the
boundaries built by nationalist identity politics around a socio-economic cause, such as housing.
Fighting for the right and effective access to adequate housing for all, we mobilize against urban
development in the service of the rich, depriving those with scarce resources and lacking
material resources needed for an adequate living. Fighting for a just housing policy, we are
solidarizing against racism that pushes impoverished people by exploiting their labour at the
polluted edges of cities, where not only their dignity but also their lives are jeopardized.
We claim public housing as a solution to the housing crisis. Because public housing is the type of
housing that must and can be offered as an alternative to evicted people. Because public housing
contributes to the financial capacity of people by not burdening the tenants with the cost of
living. Because public housing is taken out of the logic of the market and the chase after profit.
Because it is an instrument by which housing is transformed from commodity and object of
financial investment into a right and into the home that satisfies the social need for housing.
The struggle for a just politics of housing must also be an anti-racist struggle, as anti-racist
struggle must also be a struggle for a society without exploitation in which everyone can enjoy
the safety of his/her home.
Căși sociale ACUM!/ Social Housing NOW!
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Declaration regarding Pata Rât, on the occasion of Roma Resistance Day
Roma Resistance Day motivates our revolt against the injustices suffered by the Roma in double
sense: on the one hand, because it reminds us of the victims of the Roma Holocaust, and on the
other hand, because it shows us that the Roma should and can rise against their oppressors.
In Cluj, the life of the Roma people from Pata Rât has been in danger for many decades. Over
1500 people continue to live in the ghettoized area from Pata Rât, all of them practically being
Roma. They are forced to live there for economic reasons (such as working on the ramp) or due
to local eviction policies, housing exclusion and marginalization (such as the residents from
Cantonului Street or the Modular homes) and the unjust policies of social housing.
In Cluj, the ghettoization of Pata Rât and the institutional racism directed against the Roma have
been and have remained the phenomena underlying the local anti-racist civic-political movement
for the right to housing and to the city. Today, many of those who have rebelled against these
phenomena are involved in the Social Housing Now! movement.
Our team is made up of Roma, Romanian and Hungarian activists, researchers, artists and
architects from Cluj, including the residents of Pata Rât. Social Housing Now! is among the
major forces of political activism for housing justice in Romania.
We affirm: Pata Rât is a ghettoized area formed with the contribution of the public authorities in
Cluj, while this disadvantaged area provides cheap labor force exploited in various stigmatized
industries that contribute to the welfare of the city. The local public administration is responsible
to respond to the inhabitants' need for housing and must respond to this need with a fair and nonracist public housing policy. We call for support from the international community for human
rights defenders, decision-makers on economic and social policies, and donors to put pressure on
local public authorities to do so.
We observe: all the evictions that led to the formation of the Pata Rât area as a residential area
were forced eviction, meaning evictions after which people became homeless. In the strict sense
of the word – without a roof over their head. But also in the broader sense, people to whom
public authorities have offered inedacvate emergency solutions such as wagons and containers
on Cantonului Street or the modular houses built near the landfill.
We note: the forced evictions leading to the production of Pata Rât are not part of a distant past,
but are a characteristic of our present. The evictions from the retroceded buildings and lands are
continuing. Evictions from degraded buildings belonging to the old state housing stock, which
the municipality does not want to improve, continue. Evictions from empty spaces where people
with low incomes create a living space in the absence of alternatives, especially if they are in
territories targeted by real estate development, continue. Evictions from social housing because
of financial inability to pay rent or public utilities, costs that have greatly increased over the past
ten years due to their privatization – continue. In all of these cases, the City Hall of Cluj and the
Local Council do not fulfill their obligations defined by the social legislation of Romania. People
left homeless, without any alternative, continue to look for a place for improvised housing in
Pata Rât, even if it is unsafe and inadequate. All these cases, along with several other tens of
thousands of cases of forced eviction occurring in Romania and affecting hundreds of thousands
of people, demonstrate how the Romanian state does not respect the international treaties it has
signed with regard to providing housing for all and banning and preventing forced evictions.
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Almost 10 years after the eviction from Coastei Street and the forced relocation of evicted people
in the vicinity of the landfill, 20 years after the appearance of the Cantonului colony and nearly
half a century existance of the informal settlement in Dallas, we are re-draw the attention of the
international community in the field of human rights and public policy on this: the existence of
the Pata Rât residential area in the vicinity of the landfill is a manifestation of racism against the
Roma and against the poor and is an act that not only dehumanizes people on a daily basis, but
also endangers their lives.
We call on public authorities at different levels (local, national, European) to implement housing
strategies that support public investment in public housing; to enforce the right to housing as a
universal human right by providing housing for those who cannot afford a house on the market;
to make an urgent priority to meet the need for adequate housing for low-income people; to
prohibit forced evictions. If we gather and if we are in solidarity in claiming the effective
assurance of the right to housing and the satisfaction of the need for housing for all, we may
require governments to ensure the security of housing and adequate conditions in affordable
public housing.
Căși sociale ACUM!/ Social Housing NOW!

European Manifesto for Public Housing:
Public money for public housing - Public housing from public money
Το δημόσιο χρήμα να χρησιμοποιείται για δημόσια στέγη - Η δημόσια στέγη να χρηματοδοτείται
από δημόσιο χρήμα.
Dinheiro público para habitação pública - Habitação pública com dinheiro público
De l’argent public pour le logement public - Du logement public avec de l’argent public
Loie saorenghe andal chera saorenghe. Saorenghe chera anda saorenghe loie!
Manifestul European pentru Locuințe Publice: Bani publici pentru locuire publică - Locuire
publică din bani publici
We, members of European Action Coalition for the Right to Housing and the City affirm:
housing is a human right, not a commodity. HOUSE IS HOME!
But in capitalism, housing is a commodity and a financial asset. International institutions claim
that the current housing crises should be solved by the market and by more deregulation in the
domain of housing. Neoliberal policies insist that public money should be invested in the
production of housing by the private sector. Real estate developments make high profits for the
investors and banks, and don’t serve people’s housing needs.
In Greece we struggle with the lack of public housing policy, luck of protection of tenants and of
indebted people who are under the risk of losing their houses through auctions and eviction.
Στην Ελλάδα αντιμετωπίζουμε τα προβλήματα της πλήρους έλλειψης δημόσιας στέγης, της
απουσίας κάθε προστασίας για τους ενοικιαστές και τον σοβαρό κίνδυνο των υπερχρεωμένων
νοικοκυριών να χάσουν την κατοικία τους μέσα από διαδικασίες πλειστηριασμών και εξώσεων.
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In Portugal there is an enormous demand for public social housing, while rents rise and evictions
that leave people homeless are supported by law.
Em Portugal há uma enorme procura de habitação social pública, enquanto que as rendas
disparam e os despejos legais sem alternativa atiram as famílias para a rua.
In France we do not have sufficient public housing, the costs of housing including utilities are
very high and many people are homeless or live in bad conditions.
En France, nous n'avons pas suffisamment de logements publics/sociaux, les coûts liés au
logement, y compris les services publics, sont très élevés, et de nombreuses personnes sont sans
abri ou vivent dans de mauvaises conditions.
In Ireland there is an enormous demand for public housing and due to neoliberal housing policies
we struggle with the absence of programs for building public housing, evictions, poor tenant
protection and a lack of regulation of homelessness services and large numbers of unused empty
buildings and large numbers of Travellers and migrants, asylum seekers who have no right to
housing.
In Romania housing is considered a merit and not a right, and the low incomes and high housing
costs are depriving people from adequate homes, while housing development is almost
exclusively made by the private sector.
Locuința în România este considerată un merit nu un drept, iar veniturile mici și prețurile
ridicate a locuirii deprivează oameni de case adecvate, totul în timp ce dezvoltarea de locuințe
este întreprinsă aproape în totalitate de către sectorul privat.
In all of our countries, neoliberal market policies are dominating the politics and economics of
housing, continue the enforcement of privatization of social housing and there is a long waiting
list for public and social housing.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The European Action Coalition for the Right to Housing and the City asserts that the
right to housing is a universal right!
We militate for a system that assures housing for all!
We want a public housing stock that assures the right to housing for those who cannot
afford a home from the market, and makes the fulfillment of the housing needs of lowincome people a high priority!
We want to take out from the market as many buildings and as much land as possible.
We demand that national laws implement the provisions of international treaties on
housing rights and on forbidding forced evictions.
We demand that central governments keep their responsibility towards the right to
housing for all, in order to solve the problem at country level.

Our proposals include the following:
-

take back privatized social housing from big landlords and companies and make it public
again;
transform and use empty properties and lands for public housing;
stop the accumulation of homeownership in the hands of investment funds or real estate
developers.

As grassroots movements in the Coalition:
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-

we organize and demand public housing for all those who cannot afford housing on the
market;
we support people in demanding social housing from public authorities and claiming
justice in the courts;
we inform how financial resources can be used to build public housing;
we remind the states to respect their responsibilities towards all people living in their
territories;
we do militant research to reveal the mechanisms of the housing market and housing
financialization;
we prevent homelessness through actions against evictions and housing auctions.

European Action Coalition for the Right to Housing and the City expresses our solidarity with
the alliance of activists and neighbourhood initiatives from Berlin that struggle against the
#Mietenwahnsinn, one of the world’s fastest growing housing markets, and supports their radical
proposals and demands.

Cluj-Napoca City Hall: from recognizing the need for social housing, to finding solutions
[fragments from our standpoint]
Between 23.04-10.05.2019, Cluj-Napoca City Hall opened a Local Council Decision project
called „The Procedure of Acquisition from the Free Market of some dwellings with the
destination of social housing” to public debate. In a document structured in the following
chapters, we have presented our point of view to the municipality: I. Social housing and the right
to housing; II. Recognizing the urgent need for social housing in Cluj-Napoca; III. City Hall’s
previous initiatives concerning the expansion of the social housing stock; IV. The Local Council
Decision’s main argument in favour of acquiring dwellings from the market and our point of
view on the subject; V. Our proposals regarding the expansion of the social housing stock; VI.
Issues to be clarified; ANNEX – Why we need public social houses?
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Social housing and the right to housing
[...] We use this public consultation to present our point of view regarding the need for public
social housing in the city of Cluj-Napoca, and the various possible ways of producing it. Our
movement is focused especially on the housing crisis from the point of view of people with low
income, living under inadequate conditions, including Roma people forced by various actors and
factors to live in the Pata Rât area. We militate for ensuring real access to secure and suitable
housing for people, which, as we see it, means public social housing owned by the Municipality
of Cluj-Napoca and administered by its Local Council that belong to the public domain of the
municipality, therefore being inalienable.
[...] But, even if social housing can function as an instrument for social inclusion... it must also
be regarded as a way to ensure the right to housing for everyone. In a city like Cluj-Napoca,
where every square meter costs three times more than the medium wage, this housing crisis is the
everyday reality of more and more people.
We believe that if the City would own a stock of public houses through which, at the very least,
the needs of the social categories mentioned above would be addressed, in time, through a
significant stock of other types of non-profit dwellings, taken outside of the logic of the market,
this would have a positive impact on the accessibility of all housing from the market. But we all
know, of course, that the market prices are influenced by many factors, including the relation
between supply and demand, but also by speculations in real estate transactions. It is precisely
why we propose that the measures taken to increase the stock of public social housing to be
conceived as part of a local strategy for housing which addresses every aspect of the housing
crisis.
Recognizing the severe need for social housing in Cluj-Napoca
[..] As noticed in the document on which the Local Council Decision is based, every year there
are 400 requests and approximately 15 dwellings distributed by local authorities. Compared with
the number of distributed dwellings, the number of requests is, of course, huge, but let us not
forget that it was even bigger in the previous years when the local criteria of assignment only got
worse from one Local Council’s decision to another (3820 applications were filed in 2010). [...]
We salute the fact that the City’s public policy for housing incorporates aspects of social
legislation and not simply stipulations taken from the housing law: first of all it makes reference
to welfare legislation, and to the law for preventing and combating social marginalization. We
believe that besides the introduction of a social perspective in the urban renewal and in the local
housing policy, there is also a need for the use of a non-discrimination perspective. [...]
We also appreciate that finally, in a Local Council decision there is a reference to the „The
Inclusive Cluj” chapter from the „Development Strategy of the Municipality of Cluj-Napoca
2014-2020”, the one related to social housing. It seems that the City Hall acknowledges the need
for an urban development of the city from which all the inhabitants would benefit, and not just
the wealthy ones and, especially not just the ones who make profit from real estate development.
It seems that through the consultation of this strategic document, the local administration accepts
the fact that poverty is systemically produced and is not a consequence of the individual/ cultural
characteristics of people; adequate housing for all is a condition for an equal participation to the
other aspects of life: school education, employment, healthcare, cultural life, social, public and
political life. These are important principles and, if promoted by the City Hall, they could play an
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important role in eliminating the prejudices against poor people and/ or people of Roma
ethnicity.
Not last, we are glad that our various actions from the previous 10 years have also contributed to
highlighting the negative phenomena happening in the city. [...] The Report underlying the Local
Council Decision discussed above, also refers to a document from the Căși Sociale ACUM!/
Social Housing NOW!’s campaign, and the citizen initiative for a just politics of social hosuing
submitted by Desire Foundation to the City Hall in 2016, signed at that time by about 1000
people. Our demands to the public administration were: (a) The increase of the public social
housing stock; (b) Changing the criteria to access to social housing. Both our demands are more
actual than ever.
Our proposals regarding the increase of the social housing stock
1). Launching this initiative represents a good moment for the Cluj-Napoca City Hall to
elaborate a Strategy for Housing, with a special chapter on social and public housing. This could
be a strategy for the next 10 years, with short-, medium- and long-term measures, and with
annual plans and adequate funding from the local budget attached. The following topics should
be addressed:
a) The current housing situation in Cluj-Napoca (analysis: the number of housing units by
type of dwelling and property, living costs, overcrowdingness, overburdenness with
housing costs, gated communities, unconventional dwellings, public services in city’s
neighborhoods, unequal spatial development etc.).
b) The local administration’s vision of housing to support urban development driven by
social and spatial justice.
c) The social housing stock and other public dwellings of the municipality (identifying the
needs, developing a plan and finding methods for increasing this stock, the system for the
assignment and distribution of these dwellings, the administration of the public housing
stock etc.).
d) The private housing stock (existing property of physical and juridical persons, the
collaboration between the city hall and real estate developers, the regulation of real estate
development in favor of the public interest and the public good etc.).
e) The adequate management of empty buildings and lands for public use and the
achievement of some public utility objectives, including social housing.
f) The prevention of forced evictions, which leave evicted people without adequate
alternatives.
g) Urban areas at the outskirts of the city and their plans for development.
h) Municipality’s plans regarding housing in the Pata Rât waste area.
i) „Housing First” for homeless people.
j) Rent regulation (a research of the real estate market situation, rent control, etc.).
k) The increase of student residence stock, in collaboration with the universities.
l) The reglementation of the number of dwellings listed on rental platforms such as Airbnb.
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2). The justification for the decision to increase the social housing stock should not only consider
housing and social legislation (even if it is to be appreciated that the argumentation is made at
the intersection of the two), but it should also appeal to the Romanian Constitution which
stipulates the guarantee for a decent living for all, which also includes decent housing as the
state's responsibility, as well as to the European Social Charter, in particular to its articles on the
right to housing as a social and economic right. [...] All of this should be checked, in order not to
reproduce the prejudice that only "vulnerable groups" have dwelling problems and that they have
these problems precisely because they are "vulnerable", that is, they would have some presumed
personal and intrinsic insufficiencies. Against this prejudice, it should be acknowledged that the
housing crisis resulting from the discrepancy between low incomes and high living costs affects
more and more people in our society, and housing problems are systemic problems, not
individual and/or group issues.
3). To estimate the need for public social housing, it is not enough to refer to the number of
social housing applications, because many people don’t even apply, discouraged by both the low
number of social housing annually allocated, and by the criteria that makes even the most
socially deprived persons ineligible. A more sophisticated methodology is needed, which
includes, among other things: the number of people at risk of eviction; the number of people
living in informal housing; number of socially marginalized people; the number of homeless
people; the number of overcrowded households in Cluj-Napoca; the number of households where
the income per person is below the median income, the number of those households where the
income per person is between the minimum income and the median income, and those where the
income per person is at the level or below the minimum income.
4). Certainly, the purchase of properties from the market destined to become social dwellings
should not be the most important instrument for increasing the social housing stock. However, as
long as it contributes to the growth of the public social housing stock, we believe that this
acquisition is an acceptable contextual measure. What should be avoided is that this procedure
becomes the only or the most used method, and/or becomes another support for real estate
developers who sell their commodities on the market. The social and public housing strategy of
the city should identify many other, less costly procedures that do not enter the logic of real
estate transactions, among them:
a) The construction / renovation of social housing from the local budget.
b) The request for state support for the construction of social housing (according to the
Housing Act and its methodology).
c) Accessing European funds for the purpose of building / renovating dwellings which
would enter into the public social housing stock.
d) Expropriation for a public utility reason.
e) The take-over of empty buildings owned by the state and administered by different
ministries.
f) The introduction of extra-urban lands into the urban area, their urbanization and their
linking through public transport networks with the rest of the city.
g) The association with private real estate investors for the transfer of a quota of newly built
apartments into the inalienable public social housing fund.
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5). The increase of the number of social dwellings needs to go hand in hand with the change of
the social housing assignment criteria of the municipality. The way in which the Report
mentioned above invokes the arguments of social legislation when sustaining the need to
increase the social housing stock (the Law of social assistance and the Law on preventing and
combating social marginalization), must also, necessarily and urgently, be used to redefine the
criteria for assigning social dwellings. Considering the way in which the social housing issue is
reflected this Report, it appears that solutions are being sought in order to increase the number of
social dwellings, given the situation the most disadvantaged or socially marginalized categories
find themselves in. If this is the goal being pursued, then it is unacceptable not to follow this
approach to reform the criteria for the assignment of social dwellings. Only by changing the
currently used criteria, established at the local level, will it be possible to ensure that low-income
people, dwelling in inadequate and / or in insecure conditions and suffering from multiple
deprivations, will have actual access to social housing. The current system of assignment
excludes precisely the most deprived people, introducing discriminatory criteria (which exclude
them in a direct way, for example by various unfair criteria of ineligibility or indirectly, for
example, through the selection criteria which considers their education). Many of the local
criteria are even illegal, as they violate the housing law stipulations in prioritizing the access to
social housing.
6). In setting the criteria for the assignment of social housing, in addition to the above, references
from the Law on preventing and combating discrimination should also be included. This law also
contains stipulations regarding an affirmative approach as special measures, which are to be
adopted in case of social categories that have suffered a long time of structural disadvantages.
These structural inequalities are intergenerational, and their elimination requires specific
measures. Therefore, it is important, and legally possible, especially considering the antidiscrimination law, that every year, a certain percentage of public social housing be attributed
separately to people who have a long history of living in inappropriate conditions or have
suffered multiple evictions. In Cluj, the communities that need such specific measures are the
people who live in the Pata Rât area, but also in other marginal and disadvantaged areas of the
city. Using this affirmative measure represents a way to integrate the specific policies for
socially marginalized people into the mainstream social housing policy.
7). Recognizing the need for social housing as well as recognizing the role of appropriate
housing as the first condition in improving all the other aspects of people's lives, also implies
measures to prevent forced evictions, i.e. evictions that leave people homeless, in the strict sense
of the word, without a roof above their head, or without a suitable housing alternative.
Enikő Vincze și George Zamfir
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